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bring this bill in its then form to some
final vote. But, in order to do so, we
need the cooperation of Members. We
need them to appear. We need them to
speak to their amendments or speak to
the bill, to let their views be known, to
carry on the debate in the better tradi-
tions of the Senate.

So, Mr. President, I summarize by
saying we are open and ready for busi-
ness and any Member who wishes to do
business will be welcome through the
door.

With that, Mr. President, I suggest
the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mr. KOHL. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the order for the
quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. KOHL. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent to speak as in morning
business.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered. The Senator
is recognized.
f

TRIBUTE TO SENATOR DAVID
PRYOR

Mr. KOHL. Mr. President, I come to
the floor today for just a few moments
to express my admiration and apprecia-
tion and my respect for DAVID PRYOR,
our colleague, who has announced that
he will not be running for reelection
next year.

For those of us in Washington and, of
course, for those people in public life
all over the country, we meet all man-
ner of different human beings, both in
terms of the constituents that we meet
and, of course, the colleagues with
whom we work. While none are bad,
some are different from others and
some are better and some are best. And
in the category of best, I would put
DAVID PRYOR, the best kind of a human
being, the best kind of a friend, the
best kind of a public representative.

The people in Arkansas know very
well what an outstanding person DAVID
PRYOR is and what a great public serv-
ant DAVID PRYOR has been. He is be-
loved by virtually everybody in Arkan-
sas to the extent that when he ran for
reelection last time, he had no opposi-
tion, and had he run for reelection in
1996, it is undoubtedly true that he
would have received an enormous ma-
jority of the votes cast in that elec-
tion.

So DAVID PRYOR’s record of accom-
plishment and achievement, the es-
teem in which he is held by people in
Arkansas, is well known. Those of us
here who have worked with him in the
Senate are equally well aware of what
it is that DAVID PRYOR has accom-
plished and what kind of a person he is.
In my judgment, DAVID PRYOR is the
best kind of a public servant, the best
kind of a Senator, for many reasons,
chief among which, in my judgment, is

the fact that he is a person who can
and does work with all of his col-
leagues, regardless of which side of the
aisle they happen to occupy. I believe
that is an enormous virtue in a public
servant, and that it is invaluable in the
Senate where, in order to get things
done in a constructive fashion, in order
to keep the place working, people have
to have a willingness and an ability to
compromise their differences in order
to get things passed, in order to keep
legislation moving and, more impor-
tantly perhaps, in order to assure the
people that we represent all over the
country that this is an institution that
can work.

DAVID PRYOR understands that as
well as anybody I have met in my now
6 years here in the Senate. He practices
that. Although we Democrats, of
course, know how comfortable and how
easy it is to work with him, I know it
is equally true that Republicans recog-
nize in DAVID PRYOR a person who,
more than anything else, wants to get
things done and in no way, ever, is in-
terested in just impeding the work of
the Senate.

So he is an outstanding person. Per-
sonally, DAVID PRYOR, when I came
here 6 years ago, befriended me imme-
diately. He went out of his way, rec-
ognizing that I was new to the process,
and he went out of his way to see to it
that I got along here and got to know
my colleagues, got to know a little bit
about how the Senate works, and in
every way and at every turn, when I
ran up against an obstacle or had a
problem I did not know how to deal
with, I felt comfortable talking to him.
He was always receptive and always
willing to put aside whatever it was he
was occupied with in order to take care
of my needs and to help ensure that I
became a working Member of this
body.

So DAVID PRYOR has been not only a
great Senator but he has been a won-
derful human being. I think that we
can celebrate what he has accom-
plished in his career here in the Senate
and celebrate it in a way which really
does not, in any way, suggest that his
career is over. He is not running for re-
election in 1996. He says he wants to re-
turn to the private sector. Whatever he
does, he is going to be good and effec-
tive at it. He is a person of public serv-
ice, and his career in politics may go
on at another time in another place
and in another job. If it does, we will
all be very well served.

So DAVID PRYOR, we love you and we
respect you. We have great regard for
what you have accomplished here
among us, and we wish you well during
these next 18 months when you will
continue to serve with us. We certainly
wish you, Barbara, and your family
continued good health and happiness as
you wend your way along the path of
life.

Mr. President, I suggest the absence
of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. SIMON. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
INHOFE). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

Mr. SIMON. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent to speak as in
morning business.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

f

SENATOR DAVID PRYOR

Mr. SIMON. Mr. President, I hap-
pened to turn my television set on in
my room and caught Senator KOHL
making his brief remarks about our
colleague, Senator PRYOR. It occurred
to me that I should come over here and
just say a few things also, about DAVID
PRYOR, who has announced that he is
not going to be running for reelection.

I can remember when I was in the
House and I heard DAVID PRYOR speak
to a breakfast meeting. I had known
him just to say hello, but I was very fa-
vorably impressed and I have been fa-
vorably impressed through the years.

Two things I think of specifically in
connection with our colleague, Senator
PRYOR. One is the Taxpayer Bill of
Rights. The Internal Revenue Service
does excellent work, but whenever you
have human beings, occasionally there
are those who abuse their privileges
and that is true in any organization—
the U.S. Senate, the Internal Revenue
Service. So DAVID PRYOR introduced
his Taxpayer Bill of Rights, which
gives the ordinary taxpayer, who may
be abused, or feels he or she is abused
by the IRS, an option and an ombuds-
man who can say: Let us take a look at
whether we are doing the right thing.

The second thing I can remember is
DAVE PRYOR standing here on the floor
and going through an amazing list of
consultants being hired by virtually
every agency of Government. It was an
astounding accumulation. I do not re-
member what the figure was, but it was
absolutely astounding. I remember
then the next appropriations, and the
next budget, we whacked away at that.
It may very well be creeping back up
again, I do not know, but it is one of
those areas that is very easily abused
by Government. We hire consultants
for everything from the Department of
Energy, Department of Defense, foreign
aid—whatever it is, we hire consult-
ants.

I also think of DAVE PRYOR as some-
one who is genuinely interested in the
well-being of our country. Yes, he is a
partisan as we all are partisans, but
frequently this body gets too partisan.
I hear it in our Democratic caucuses. I
am sure my colleague hears it from Re-
publican caucuses. He has not invited
me to any of his Republican caucuses,
but I am sure he hears the same. And I
think one of the things the public
wants from us is that we say, ‘‘What is
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